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impositions of the fallen party, I will give a taste, in the
following petition, of the sincerity of these their factors, to
shew how little those writers for the Whigs were guided by
conscience or honour, their business being only to gratify a
prevailing interest.

" To the Right Honourable the present M[_misi\ry,
the humble Petition of the Party Writers to the late
M\inisf\ry.

"HUMBLY SHEWETH,

" That your petitioners have served their time to the trade
of writing pamphlets and weekly papers, in defence of the
Whigs, against the Church of England, and the Christian
religion, and her Majesty's prerogative, and her title to the
crown: That since the late change of ministry', and meeting
of this Parliament^ the said trade is mightily fallen off, and
the call for the said pamphlets and papers*, much less than
formerly ; and it is feared, to our further prejudice, that the
' Examiner' may discontinue writing, whereby some of yoiir
petitioners will be brought to utter distress, forasmuch as
through false quotations, noted absurdities, and other legal
abuses, many of your petitioners, to their great comfort and
support, were enabled to pick up a weekly subsistence oiit of
the said c Examiner?

" That yo^ir said poor petitioners, did humbly offer your
Honours to write in defence of the late change of ministry and
Parliament, much cheaper than they did for your predecessors,
which your Honours were pleased to refuse.

"Notwithstanding which offer, your petitioners are ^mder
daily apprehension, that your Honours will forbid them to
follow the said trade any longer ; by which your petitioners,
to the number of fourscore, with their wives and families, will
inevitably starve, having been bound to no other calling.

"Your petitioners desire your Honours will tenderly con-
sider the premisses, and suffer your said petitioners to con-
tinue their trade (those who set them at work, being still
willing to employ them, though at lower rates) and your
said petitioners will give security to make use of the same
stuif, and dress it in the same manner, as they always did,
and no other. And your petitioners" &v.